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WINE EXCELLENCE FROM WESTERN AUSTRALIA

estern Australia produces
less than 5% of Australia’s
wine but it is widely seen

as being home to some of their
finest quality wines, regularly
winning around a third of the
country’s wine medals. Vines were
first planted in 1829 in the Swan
Valley, to the north-east of the city of
Perth, and until the 1970s almost all the
state’s wine was made here. However, in
1967, vineyards began to be planted in the
Margaret River region at Vasse Felix some
260 km to the south, and twenty vineyards
were operating there by the 1980s. This
south-western part of Australia near the
coast has cooler temperatures and a unique
ecosystem influenced by the ocean currents
that help provide excellent growing
conditions for quality grape cultivation. There :
is quite a steep climatic gradient from the
north to the south of the Margaret River
region with the warmer vineyards in the

north around Wilyabrup being
renowned for their Cabernet
Sauvignons, and those in Karridale,
only 50 kms to the south, being
cooler and producing particularly
good Chardonnays. When | first
¥/ visited in the early 1990s |
remember being struck by the
quality and depth of wines from some
. of the small vineyards there, notably Devil’s
: Layer (shortly thereafter sold to Southcorp,
: then to Fosters and now part of Treasury
i Wine Estates), with its charismatic
: winemaker Janice McDonald. At the end of
! last year, | returned again to the Awards
¢ Ceremony of The World’s 50 Best Vineyards
: (held at the Amelia Park winery). This
i provided a great opportunity to see how the
quantity and quality of wine production have
increased beyond recognition.
Many of the larger wineries in Western
: Australia have clearly differentiated
¢ offerings, with elegant and complex top of
the range wines, alongside very good but
more affordable wines for everyday
drinking. Four of my favourite, albeit very
different, wineries in Margaret River are
Fraser Gallop, Vasse Felix, Voyager Estate,
and Gant & Co (listed from north to south).
Fraser Gallop was established in 1999 and
has concentrated on single vineyard
estate wines from the classic French
varieties of Bordeaux and Burgundy. |
particularly recommend their 2022 Parterre
Cabernet Sauvignon (85%, with small
amounts of four other Bordeaux grapes).
Aged in French oak, it has a beautiful
ethereal elegance. Vasse Felix focuses
1 \ N\ e particularly on Cabernet Sauvignon and
TR W ' Chardonnay, and emphasises its
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winemaking. Their Tom Cullity (named after
the founder) is world renowned, but |
particularly like their premier Cabernet
Sauvignon (with some Malbec and a touch of
Merlot in 2022) which has elegant richness
and vibrant dark berry and mineral
characteristics. Voyager Estate has improved
much over the last 30 years, again focusing
especially on high quality Cabernet
Sauvignon and Chardonnay from its own
vineyards, and its Coastal range also
represents good value for money. Gant & Co
is a much smaller enterprise in the far south,
but produces outstanding terroir-driven and
very drinkable Chardonnays, alongside a
range of wines from other grape varieties,
including a touch of Touriga Nacional! In the
Swan Valley, Sandalford is for me the stand-
out producer, and | was impressed by their
1840 Swan Valley Shiraz from 2022, which
combines elegance with fine tannins and a
warm spicy intensity.

Western Australia is definitely a region
worth getting to know better, and with the
impressive urban renewal of Perth it
makes a spectacular holiday location for
wine lovers. Several of the larger wineries
have outstanding restaurants (as at
Sandalford Wines and Vasse Felix), and
the natural ecosystems along the coast
and in the Boranup Forest, as well as the
impressive limestone caves just a bit
inland, all make it a special place to
visit.

WINES FROM WESTERN AUSTRALIA
(please drink responsibly)

LOCAL FAVOURITES

@ Limited Release
Cabernet/Merlot (Margaret River)
2023, 13%. Good cleanskin (producer
not identified) elegant red blend with
blackcurrant, cedar and sweet spice
characteristics - a great value
introduction to Margaret River wines
(Laithwaites, £22 currently reduced to
£10.99).

: SLIGHTLY FURTHER AFIELD

: @@ Robert Oatley Margaret River

: Chardonnay, Signature Series (Margaret

: River) 2023, 13%. His Signature Series is

: what Bob Oatley intends to be a “darn good
¢ drink”. This is a mid-weight, lightly oaked,

: clean Chardonnay, with peach and slight

¢ citrus characteristics (Majestic, £14 in mixed
: six, reduced to £13 if you present a copy of
: this magazine at the store).

: @~ Howard Park Miamup Chardonnay

¢ (Margaret River) 2023, 12%. A clean

i Chardonnay with peach, melon, tropical fruit
¢ and pear on the nose and peach and slight

: brioche flavours on the palate. It has lively
acidity, along with a slight chalky texture

i (Tesco, £10.50 with Clubcard).

5~ Apostrophe Stone’s Throw White Blend

(Frankland River, Great Southern). Made by

¢ Larry Cherubino, this blend of Gewurztraminer,
: Pinot Blanc and Riesling provides a very

: different alternative to wines from the

¢ Margaret River and Swan Valley. It’s crisp with
¢ lemon, lime and rose-water characteristics
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(Noble Green Wines, £16.50 mixed six).

WORTH GOING FURTHER FOR

@ The Society’s Exhibition Margaret

River Cabernet Sauvignon (Margaret

River) 2023, 14%. Made for The Wine

Society by Vasse Felix, this is a good

value classic full bodied Margaret River
Cabernet Sauvignon with dark fruit
flavours and an elegant complexity
(The Wine Society, £18).
@ Parterre Cabernet Sauvignon
Fraser Gallop Estate (Margaret
River) 2020, 14%. A delightful
Cabernet Sauvignon with red berry,
violet and herbal aromas leading to a
long dark fruit and a slightly liquorice
palate (Corney & Barrow, £29.50).

. (Wine prices and availability correct
at going to press, but are subject to
change at short notice)

@ Next issue: On sommeliers

@




